
www.profuturists.org

V-GATHERING FUTURES FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 26 & 27, 2011

A global 18 hour
virtual conference

for the practicing
futurist, strategic

planner or
professional
forecaster.

Over 20 speakers from
Europe, the Americas,
and Asia-Pacific.

Designed for professional futurists and people using strategic foresight
approaches in their work, theVirtual Gatheringwill bring together leading
thinkers from across the globe to share their insights, experiences and ideas
about their work.

Presentations across four content areas:
• Futures/Foresight Methods
• Insights from Art/Design/Architecture
• Crazy Futures
• Building a Futures Career

And three regions (10:00 GMT Oct. 26 to 04:00 GMT Oct. 27)
Europe
October 26-27, 2011
11:00 - 05:00 BST

Americas
October 26, 2011
06:00 - midnight EDT

Asia-Pacific
October 26-27, 2011
21:00 - 15:00 AEDT

The V-Gathering Futures
Festival is supported by the
Futures Studies program at
the University of Houston
using their e-learning

platform that provides easy
and seamless audio, video,
presentation, and chat

functionality.

Preliminary Agenda and registration details inside



V-GATHERING FUTURES FESTIVAL
Session 1: Europe

October 26, 2011 :: 10:00 -16:00 GMT :: 11:00 - 17:00 BST
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UK (BST) US (EDT) AU (AEDT)   
     
Wed 10/26 
11:00 AM 

Wed 10/26 
6:00 AM 

Wed 10/26 
 9:00 PM 

Hello From the UK 
Wendy Schultz 
 

 

     
11.15 AM 
 

6:15 AM 
 

9:15 PM 
 

Adventures in Large-Scale 
Participatory Futures Systems   
Noah Raford  
 

Methods 
 

     
12:00 PM 7:00 AM 

 
10:00 PM Art Will Save the World  

Vahakn Matossian 
 

Art/Design/ 
Architecture 

     
12:30 PM 7:30 AM 10:30 PM 

 
 

Does Culture Eat Strategy for 
Breakfast?  
Sohail Inayatullah 
 

Methods 

     
1:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:30 PM Water Cooler Chats 

 
 

     
1:45 PM 8:45 AM 11:45 PM 

 
Postcards as a Doorway to the 
Future 
Andrew Curry Victoria Ward 
 

Methods 

     
2:45 PM 9:45 AM 12:45 AM 

Thu 10/27 
 

Building Lego Prototypes of the 
City to Challenge Urban 
Conventions 
Emile Hooge 
 

Art/Design/ 
Architecture 

     
3:30 PM 10:30 AM 1:30 AM 

 
 

Crazy Futures: Why Plausibility is 
Maladaptive 
Wendy Schultz 
 

Crazy 
Futures 

     
4:15 PM 11:15 AM 2:15 AM 

 
“My radio prefers bacon” 
Adventures in SpecCult 
Justin Pickard 
 

Crazy 
Futures 

     
4:45 PM 11:45 AM 2:45 AM Water Cooler Chats 

 
 

     
!



Session 2: Americas
October 26, 2011 :: 16:00 -23:00 GMT :: 12:00 - 19:00 EDT
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V-GATHERING FUTURES FESTIVAL

Session 3: Asia-Pacific
October 27, 2011 :: 23:00 -04:00 GMT :: 10:00 - 15:00 AEST
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Session 1: Europe

DETAILED AGENDA
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Presentations From:



Session 1: Europe
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Art Will Save the World  
Vahakn Matossian 
 

 

12:00 PM 7:00 AM 
 

10:00 PM Art/Design/Architecture 

  
A pre-edited video: Why sanctioned and un-sanctioned uses of public space in art 
and design are crucial to civilisation. 
 
Vahakn Art & Design Studio was started by a British-Armenian-German designer 
Vahakn Matossian. He has been working in the realms of interactive art and 
design for a number of years. Son of digital music pioneer and interactive artist 
Rolf Gehlhaar, he graduated from the University of Brighton's Three Dimensional 
Design BA and then from the Design Products Masters at the Royal College of Art 
in London, 2009.  He has worked with TROIKA, on the 'Cloud' and 'All the Time in 
the World' installations at Terminal 5, among other projects. Clients include, 
Yamaha, Hulger, Glastonbury Festival, British Film Institute, Innovation Labs and 
Cybersonica. Vahakn is currently design director at Superleggera. 
 

 
     
Does Culture Eat Strategy for Breakfast?  
Sohail Inayatullah 
 

 

12:30 PM 7:30 AM 10:30 PM  Methods 

 In this presentation, following on the tradition of Sarkar's tantra, I take a praxis 
based approach instead of the more ideological, "that  is fine in practice but does 
it work in theory".  Case studies from policing (Dutch, Australia Federal Police, 
FBI, and RCMP), education (high school principals, Ministries of education, 
universities), cities (Asia pacific cities summit, Gold Coast 2037, Brisbane 2026), 
health (pharma, professional health organizations, and associations, ministries), 
corporate (insurance, cola, engineering, mining), non-government (spiritual, 
climate change) are used to illustrate what Ive learned about what works and 
what does not, particularly in respect to which methods to apply in what situations 
- ie when the futures triangle, cla, macrohistory and scenarios - double cross, 
integrative, organizational - and meditative visioning). Double loop reflections 
(which self is learning?) and narrative foresight (how we story the future) help 
discern why scenarios and strategies can often fail and underlying worldviews and 
narratives overwhelm. 
 
Professor Sohail Inayatullah, a political scientist, is at Tamkang University, 
Taipei (Graduate Institute of Futures Studies), Adjunct Professor, Centre for 
Policing, Intelligence and Counter-Terrorism, Macquarie University, Sydney; and 
Adjunct Professor at the University of the Sunshine Coast (Faculty of Social 
Sciences and the Arts). Professor Inayatullah is a Fellow of the World Futures 
Studies Federation and the World Academy of Art and Science and on the 
International Advisory Council of the World Future Society, the Darwin Project, 
and the Lifeboat Foundation. Inayatullah is editor-in-chief of the Journal of Futures 
Studies and on the editorial boards of Futures, Prout Journal, Peace and 
Democracy in South Asia, and Foresight. Inayatullah has conducted research, 
consulting, and workshops, or presented keynote addresses for a variety of 
organizations and conferences. web: www.metafuture.org, 
sinayatullah@hotmail.com. 

 
!



Session 1: Europe
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Session 1: Europe
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Session 2: Americas
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Presentations From:



Session 2: Americas
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Session 2: Americas

     
Personal Futures Coaching 
Verne Wheelwright 

 
6:45 PM 1:45 PM 4:45 AM  Methods 
  

“Personal Futures” is about the application of futures methods to individual lives. 
Because of that description, many professional futurists have seen little connection 
between personal futures and their own work. 

Yet there are definite areas where personal futures can be of significant benefit to 
professional futurists. For example, personal futuring is a very effective way to 
teach people (clients) how futures methods work. People learn about futures 
methods quickly when they apply them to the small scale of their personal lives, but 
once they have learned the methods and interactions, it is relatively simple to scale 
that knowledge to the corporate or government level. A few discussion points will 
include: 

- Executive education - Long term perspective, leadership, understanding 
futures methods and tools, personal development. 

- Staff and employees who collect and organize information, participate on 
teams in preparation for scenario development or strategic planning will 
benefit from understanding futures methods. 

- Staff and employees who participate in the development of scenarios and or 
plans will benefit from understanding futures methods. 

- Staff and employees who are responsible for implementing and informing 
others about scenarios, plans and strategies will benefit from an 
understanding of futures methods. 

- Individuals at every level in an organization will benefit from an awareness 
and understanding of futures methods. That understanding will lead to 
stronger alignment and support within the organization 

Verne Wheelwright, PhD. is an internationally recognized professional in the field 
of Foresight and Futures Studies. He is the author of It’s YOUR Future…Make it a 
Good One!, The Personal Futures Workbook, and Foresight for Small Business. He 
has published articles about personal foresight in a number of professional journals 
and other publications. Wheelwright conducts workshops and addresses audiences 
in the U.S. and internationally.  
 
Wheelwright is a professional member of the World Future Society, an active 
member of the Association of Professional Futurists, and a member of the World 
Future Studies Federation. Wheelwright earned a degree in Studies of the Future 
from the University of Houston Clear Lake and was awarded a PhD from Leeds 
Metropolitan University for his research and dissertation, Personal Futures: 
Foresight and Futures Studies for Individuals.   His business and personal travels 
have taken him to over fifty different countries, offering him insights and an 
awareness of worldwide cultures and trends. He and his wife live in the Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas. 
 

 
!
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Session 2: Americas
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Session 2: Americas

14



Session 2: Americas
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Session 2: Americas
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Session 3: Asia-Pacific
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Presentations From:
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Session 3: Asia-Pacific
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Session 3: Asia-Pacific

     
Business Development: Negotiating Skills for Better Business Outcomes 
Marcus Barber 
 
3:00 AM 10:00 PM 1:00 PM Building a Futures Business 

 
 This session is designed for those futurists running their own businesses or needing 

to negotiate deals with clients.  It will provide some of the simple approaches used 
by quality negotiators as well as identifying why successful futures consultancies are 
very often built on the ability to negotiate effectively with your clients. 
 
Marcus Barber had been practising futures work part time in the corporate sector 
for nearly a decade before discovering a label for what he'd been doing.  With 
certification in both Neuro Linguistic Programming and Spiral Dynamics, he added 
an M.Sc in Strategic Foresight to his vast experience and decided to go full time into 
futures work, leaving a highly paid job in the corporate arena for half pay with a 
University - but that's what you do when you plan your future well.  As Director of 
Looking Up Feeling Good, Marcus headed back into the world of consulting in 2004 
and has built up a solid list of clients in multiple sectors and across countries.  His 
full bio can be found atwww.lufg.com.au/marcusbio  

 
!
     
Integral Futures 
Richard Slaughter 

 
3:45 AM 10:45 PM 1:45 PM  Methods 

 
 This presentation briefly reviews the background to the emergence of Integral 

Futures (IF) from earlier work on Critical Futures Studies (CFS) which the presenter 
developed during doctoral studies during 1978-82 at Lancaster University in the UK. 
It identifies some of the major consequences of IF in relation to two topics: 

- increased breadth / depth of understanding; and, 
- communicative power. 
-  

It touches on some of examples of work produced by those working in this newly-
emerging area. It outlines some of the wider implications for practitioners and also 
covers some of the possible pitfalls. It concludes with brief reference to the 'global 
emergency' and how IF can be part of collective efforts to 'find ways forward during 
impossible times.' A selection of links to on-line resources are also made available.!
 
Richard A Slaughter completed one of the first PhDs in futures studies at the 
University of Lancaster in 1982. He is an internally recognised futurist/foresight 
practitioner, author, editor, teacher and innovator who has worked with a wide 
range of organisations in many countries and at all educational levels. He has built a 
reputation through futures scholarship, educational innovation, strategic and social 
foresight and the identification of a knowledge base for futures studies. Currently he 
is Director of Foresight International, Brisbane.  
!

 
!
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Want to view the sessions among other professionals?
Then join us live in the following locations:

London: The Futures Company

Houston TX: The University of Houston

Manoa, HI: The University of Hawaii

The VGathering Futures Festival is a production of the
Association of Professional Futurists and created and
supported by the APF VGatherings Team:

Chairs: Cindy Frewen, Wendy Schultz

Gatherings Team:
Adam Gordon, Andrew Curry, Christian Crews,
Guy Yeomans, Jennifer Jarratt, Luke VanDerLaan
Marcus Barber, Maree Conway, Peter Bishop,
Stephen Aguilar-Millan

Technology Team:
Christopher Manfredi (Lead), Cilius Victor, Heather Frey,
Scott Yim

VGathering Moderators:
Americas: Cindy Frewen, Peter Bishop, Jennifer Jarratt
Europe: Wendy Schultz
Australia: Maree Conway, Luke VanderLaan

V-GATHERING FUTURES FESTIVAL
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Registration

APF Member Registration - $25.00 (USD)
APF Full, Provisional and Organizational members

Public Registration - $45.00 (USD)
Non-APF members

APF Student/Associate Registration - Free

REGISTER AT THE APF WEBSITE:

www.profuturists.org/events

Sponsors

The APF would like to
thank the Futures
Company for providing
technical support.

V-GATHERING FUTURES FESTIVAL

The APF would like to
thank the Futures
Program at the

University of Houston
for providing the virtual
gathering platform and

technical support.

The APF would like to
thank AndSpace
Consulting for

supporting the physical
gatherings

refreshments.
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About the Association of Professional Futurists

Who We Are

The Association of Professional Futurists is a growing
community of professional futurists dedicated to
promoting professional excellence and demonstrating
the value of futures thinking.

Futurists work in global corporations, small
businesses, consultancies, education, non-profits and
governments. The APF was founded in 2002 and now
includes 260 members from twenty-five countries.

Vision and Mission

The vision of the APF is to be: the leading global
organization of professional futurists.

The mission of the APF is to:
• lead international discussion about
professional futures practice,

• encourage the use of futures and foresight in
strategic decision making, and

• offer services, resources and training for
foresight professionals to advance their skills
and knowledge.

FIND OUT MORE AT WWW.PROFUTURISTS.ORG
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